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Project Guidance
Choosing the right project category
As part of your application, you will be asked to select one project category only. This helps us review applications fairly and efficiently.
If your project includes more than one activity (for example, testing appliances and sharing safety advice), choose the category that best reflects the main focus of your project. You’ll have the opportunity to describe all elements in detail later in the application.
Tip: Ask yourself: “If we could only do one part of this project, which part matters most?”

Below you’ll find a description of each category, including what it is, what it is not, and examples.
1. Product testing, repair, and replacement events
Choose this category if your project mainly involves checking, fixing, or replacing electrical products.
These projects focus on reducing immediate risk by identifying unsafe items and taking them out of use.
Please note, anyone undertaking PAT testing or repair café demonstrations must hold recognised, relevant qualifications. 
Typical activities include:
· PAT testing of household electrical products
· Repairing faulty appliances
· Replacing unsafe, damaged, or recalled electrical items
· Community drop-in events offering free product checks






Example:
A community centre hosts a free appliance safety day where residents bring small electrical items for testing and minor repairs.
✅ This category can and should include light touch advice or signposting, but the core purpose will be product safety through testing, repairing, removing, or replacing.

2. Educational workshops and events
Choose this category if your project is about teaching people electrical safety through structured learning.
These projects focus on building knowledge, skills, and safer behaviours through direct engagement. This can be done through practical means or creative, the choice is yours.
Typical activities include:
· Workshops, lessons, or training sessions
· Interactive or hands-on learning
· Sessions delivered to defined groups (e.g. schools, youth groups, community groups)
Example:
Delivering electrical safety workshops to young people, using demonstrations and discussion to build understanding of risks in the home.
✅ Education is interactive and instructional.
❌ If your project is mainly about sharing messages or materials without structured learning, awareness raising is a better fit.

3. Awareness raising activities
Choose this category if your project is mainly about reaching people with electrical safety messages.
These projects focus on increasing awareness and encouraging preventative action, rather than teaching in-depth skills.





Typical activities include:
· Campaigns or communications initiatives
· Printed or digital materials (leaflets, posters, videos)
· Local, regional, or national awareness campaigns
· Media activity (radio, video, social media)
Example:
Creating and distributing multilingual electrical safety leaflets for migrant or refugee communities.
✅ Awareness raising is about reach and visibility.
❌ If your project centres on workshops or structured sessions, choose educational workshops and events instead.

4. Home repair and direct interventions
Choose this category if your project involves direct electrical work in people’s homes to address immediate risk.
These projects provide hands-on, professional intervention where unsafe installations or appliances pose a clear danger.
Typical activities include:
· Electrical inspections
· Minor remedial work
· Repairs or rewiring carried out by qualified professionals
Important: additional eligibility criteria apply to home repairs and direct interventions
For projects in this category, funding can only be used where:
· The resident is an owner‑occupier
· The household cannot afford the electrical work required
· The work is minor and clearly defined
· The household meets at least one of the following criteria:
· The resident:




· Lives with a child under five, or
· Has reached state pension age, or
· Is disabled or chronically ill, or
· Lives with others who are disabled, chronically ill, under 18, or have reached state pension age
These checks will be carried out before any funding is released.
Moreover, all electrical installation work must be completed by an electrician registered with a Competent Person Scheme (CPS), except where the work is being undertaken in Scotland where CPS does not apply. In this instance, the electrician must be registered with an approved scheme provider.

Projects that don’t fit neatly into one category
Some projects naturally span more than one approach or none at all. That’s expected – and welcomed.
If your project doesn’t fit perfectly into a single category, elect the category that feels most accurate overall and use the application form to explain your full project clearly in your own words.

What we’re particularly keen to support
Based on learning from previous years, we especially welcome:
· Projects that combine approaches, such as PAT testing alongside education or awareness raising. (Our evaluations show this leads to stronger and longer lasting impact.)
· Creative or innovative ideas that go beyond standard delivery. (For example, a previous funded project used virtual reality to teach electrical safety.)
· Projects that clearly align with our priority audiences and electrical safety outcomes






Need help?
If you’re unsure which category to choose or have questions about eligibility, please contact: enquiries@electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk
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